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Proposed Lakes Eco & Golf Reserve

on Portion 1 of Hoogekraal 182,

and the formation of WALEAF in 2003.
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P O Box 791 Wilderness 6560

OVERVIEW

This development
precipitated the original
founding of Wilderness &
Lakes Environmental Action
Forum, and is condidered to
be a major achievement. It
is a basic overview of how
this massive development
was derailed as a result of
the pressure by WALEAF and
collaborative stakeholders
who were in opposition to
any development bordering
the Wilderness National
Park, inspite of the
development being
supposedly backed by the
IDC and a number of
stakeholders who appeared
to have good political
connections at the time.
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THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL

In 2002 a development company, Interactive Trading 146 (Pty) Ltd, employed Hilland Associates
to start an EIA process, wherein DEA&DP and DEAT were submitted the initial documentation of
this proposed evelopment.

FIGURE 1. LOCATION MAP FOR LAKES ECO AND GOLF RESORT
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The applicant proposed to develop a leisure lifestyle resort on the 1010ha property, situated on
the north-western shores of Swartvlei, on the old Urban’s hop fields property, which
development was to encompassed the following :

846 residential erven average size 1200m?, and an average dwelling size of 450m?

134 town house retirement apartments between 160m? ans 170m?

Hotel consisting of 300 condiminiums
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Gentleman’s estate with 58 x 1ha smallholdings in an equestrian centre with stabling, paddocks,
a polo field and clubhouse

2 bush camps 10 units each with floor space of 30m?

Retail and service area of 5500m? with convenience store, coffee shop, estate administration,
arts & craft centre, pharmacy, medical facilities, hair salon, etc
2 x 18 hole golf courses

Airstrip
Yacht club
Golf museum
Nature areas.

There followed many public participation meetings, and reams of paperwork, some of which is
listed below :

Application for Authorisation & Scoping Checklist Ref : WIL02/303/01

Status Quo Report December 2003 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Ref
WIL02/303/19

Social Impact Assessment for SEA 18 April 2004

Amendment for Knysna Wilderness Plettenberg Bay Subregional Structure Plan 26 January 2005

Response to Comments Received on Amendment to Structure Plan July 2005

Scoping Report December 2005 Ref: WIL02/303/130

In February 2005 the Western Cape Government Draft Policy Guidelines for Golf Courses and
Polofield Developments was pulished, and once accepted, was most likely the final nail in the
coffin for this development.
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FIG 1: BROAD HABITAT UNITS
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On 1°" October 2003 the Sedgefield local newspaper, The Edge, announced the formation of the
Wilderness & Lakes Environmental Action Forum (WALEAF), which was founded to oppose the

proposed Lakes Eco & Golf Reserve.
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Website:
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01 October 2003

'LAKES AREA
DEVELOPMENT
WATCHDOG
'FORMED

Growth in rural and urban areas
is inevitable, and while it may be
true that one cannot ‘stop
development, we all have the
capacity to guide and limit its
repercussions. .

“In an area as richly blessed with

such -diverse natural beauty as the
Garden Route, those of us living
here ought to feel a fundamental
responsibility to - ensure that
development is sustainable and-in
keeping with the intrinsic character
of the area. Wehave an asset whose
real -value may- diminish the more
we develop. it ‘but ‘this" is often
obscured by the -lure -of “great
investment. -opportunities” - which
promise - too fast and “too ecasy
financial returns; that may, in the
long term.. [eave us all the poorer. -
Visitors to the area should leave
feeling inspired and reassured by the
knowledge that government as well
as- residents are -serious -about
preserving our-sensitive ecosystem
for futiire generations.
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. ,through local . medla “with -more
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- op-going expense

On 3™ December 2003, the Wilderness local newspaper, The Wild News, published an article on the
propsed Lakes Eco & Golf Reserve, requesting interested and affected parties to contact WALEAF for any
concerns or objections which they might have had.
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Butalas; the otherside of thls stah also been great] Vappreciatcd So e
‘much so that a 4 kilometre stretch of shorelme comiprising almost thev; i
‘entire northern edge of Swartvlei and reaching 7 kilometres towards the -
Outemquas has been acqulred by developer Mr Steyn Fourie of Bl

com‘mued on page ] 7 )
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company called Pebble Lexsure holds a 50% share in the name :of
- Southnet (the “other 50% ‘is held by the Industrial Development
Corporatlon) ‘This property, comprising 1010:hectares of mostly pine
plantation, was auctioned off in 2002 as part of the liquidated assets of
_Urbans Industries. A mere R7,5 million was the final bid by Pebble
Leisure, amountmg to initial capital costs of less that R7500 per hectare, a
“real bargain in today s property market. Transfer was taken in February
2003 only after a housing cla1m dispute mvolvmg 5 labourers and their
famxhes was settled :

-The developers' unofficial “wish lls’r” has been cu‘culatmg forovera

- “with most lecals, mcludmg thelr hlred envxron.mental assessment t?cﬂ
Hill ‘and ‘Associates,. not" taking it very: seriously. ‘But developers
“ relaunched the “Lakes Eco and Golf Reserve” on'17 and18 November,
with two full 7 hour open-days, strategically designed to minimise public
concern. ~This presentation was “performed” ‘to small handfuls of
interested parties at the Protea Hotel, and although a firm proposal was
-not forthcommg, the wish list, only slightly altered (850 homes, 132 lock--
up and go units; 58 smallholdings known as the Gentlemans Estate, 290
condomxmums  hotels, 2 bushcamps of 40 units each, and as the “wealth-
“drivers”, 2 golf courses, 2 club houses, a polo field, “airstrip -and
acrodrome, an-equestrian centre; a marina with ferries from the N2, a
‘Caddie Training Acadamy , etc. ) Was put forward.

-It's magnitude was stated as essential to reach “Critical Mass”, a concept

f\, carefully. Justlﬁed to. accomplish- the financial returns capable of

“ constructing R130 million worth of road and services infrastructure, R76

million for 2 Audobon style golf courses, RS0 million for landscaping and

a conservancy budget of R20 million. The entrance to this golfing mecca

is praposed along the Hoekwil - 7. Passes Road, which, according to

developers, will become the new N2 in the near future. A 1 billion rand

~ budget with an estimated 4 billion influx of capital and job creation for

*- 1000 permanent employees and over 4000 jobs during construction phase

was also promised. No housing for employees is proposed on the site, but
rather separate development is envisioned.

- Regarding the water shortage threatening Sedgefield and surrounds, the
- developer claims that water ‘useage would be less than existing farming
operationsand a spemahst repoit from Retief Kleinhans (expounding the
theories of water savings when alien vegetation is removed) was offered
up-as proof. From:the Sedgeheld perspective, locals need to remind-
-themselves that Sedgefield is only 60% developed, w1th another 40%
single dwellmg houses yettobe constructed!” - -

The first stage on the road to approval is the changmg ofa 20 year old }
Structure Plan, which currently restricts this large property to a zoning of
agnculture and nature-area. - A Strategic Environmental Assessment
“(SEA) is now. underway (HilLand Associates are integral to this
‘assessment) to convince authorities to alter the Structure Plan in favour of
urban’ development on the northern hills above Swartvlei. The legal
perspective for convmemg authorities. to authonze this funda-mental
Structure Plan change is led )
by -Duard- Barnard,"
formidable former advocate
ofconservationlaw,

The Wlldemess and - Lakes

Environ-mental Actlon_
“ Forum - (WALEAF)
appealing “to-all Garden'
‘Route residents to write any
concerns. or objections you
may have. Send to
WALEAF,. . P.O: ‘Box .7, -
“Rondevle 6541 or‘émaxl to

voice form A,backbone of
- -our appeal to the Departmen
of Environmental A ffairs and
Tourism regarding these
-fundamental changes,

e
Steyn Fourie
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HISTORIC BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERTY WITH HERITAGE STATUS

Homestead: A large double storied Victorian homestead built of dressed stone dating
to1883. The building has a simple rectangular layout with a pitched corrugated iron roof. The
upper story has a wooden roofed balcony extending across both side and front elevations. It
is possible that the balcony was added to the building in the early 20" century. The building
is in good condition and preservation of the both joinery and interior is excellent. Indigenous
woods that grew,on Hoogekraal farm were extensively used in its construction (Urban pers.
comm.) The building represents a good conservation opportunity, however its original state
and quality mean that it is unlikely the SAHRA will grant permits for extensive alteration in the
interests of conserving its character and historical qualities.

SR r T = A

vernacular stone structure which appears to
have been adapted for habitation in the late
20™ century. It has since fallen into disuse
and has been damaged by weather. Not
withstanding this, it is conservable and could
be sensitively adapted for reuse. It is quite
possible that the barn may predate the main
homestead. The structure is protected by
legislation.

Barn 2. A vernacular stone structure with a
high pitched roof and very low stone walls.
This building is also in a poor state of repair and
collapsed. Elements of original joinery have survived. Adaptive reuse of the structure is
possible and is encouraged. The building is also protected by legislation.

T
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
: ‘ ‘ CONSULTANTS
Lakes Eco & Golf Estate Done: December 2005

Proposed Layout (2004)
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FIGURE 2. PROPOSED LAKES ECO
AND GOLF RESORT LAYOUT (2004)
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THE OUTCOME

Ultimately, Ms Tasneem Essop , Provincial Minister for Environmental Affairs

and Development Planning, WCG, turned down the application to amend the
Knysna Wilderness Plettenberg Bay Subregional Structure Plan, and, based on
that decision, the whole proposed development went belly up.
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