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This development 

precipitated the original 

founding of Wilderness & 

Lakes Environmental Action 

Forum, and is condidered to 

be a major achievement.  It 

is a basic overview of how 

this massive development 

was derailed as a result of 

the pressure by WALEAF and 

collaborative stakeholders 

who were in opposition to 

any development bordering 

the Wilderness National 

Park, inspite of the 

development being 

supposedly backed by the 

IDC and a number of 

stakeholders who appeared 

to have good political 

connections at the time. 

OVERVIEW 

 

Proposed Lakes Eco & Golf Reserve  

on Portion 1 of Hoogekraal 182, 

and the formation of WALEAF in 2003. 
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In 2002 a development company, Interactive Trading 146 (Pty) Ltd, employed Hilland Associates 

to start an EIA process, wherein DEA&DP and DEAT were submitted the initial documentation of 
this proposed evelopment.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
The applicant proposed to develop a leisure lifestyle resort on the 1010ha property, situated on 
the north-western shores of Swartvlei, on the old Urban’s hop fields property, which 
development was to encompassed the following : 
 
846 residential erven average size 1200m², and an average dwelling size of 450m² 
 
134 town house retirement apartments between 160m² ans 170m² 
 
Hotel consisting of 300 condiminiums 

THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 
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Gentleman’s estate with 58 x 1ha smallholdings in an equestrian centre with stabling, paddocks, 
 a polo field and clubhouse 
 
2 bush camps 10 units each with floor space of 30m² 
 
Retail and service area of 5500m² with convenience store, coffee shop, estate administration, 
 arts & craft centre, pharmacy, medical facilities, hair salon, etc 
2 x 18 hole golf courses 
 
Airstrip 
 
Yacht club 
 
Golf museum 
 
Nature areas. 
 
There followed many public participation meetings, and reams of paperwork, some of which is 
listed below : 
 
Application for Authorisation & Scoping Checklist Ref : WIL02/303/01 
Status Quo Report December 2003 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Ref : 
 WIL02/303/19 
Social Impact Assessment for SEA 18 April 2004 
Amendment for Knysna Wilderness Plettenberg Bay Subregional Structure Plan 26 January 2005 
Response to Comments Received on Amendment to Structure Plan July 2005 
Scoping Report December 2005 Ref: WIL02/303/130 
 
In February 2005 the Western Cape Government Draft Policy Guidelines for Golf Courses and 
Polofield Developments was pulished, and once accepted,  was most likely the final nail in the 
coffin for this development. 
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On 1st October 2003 the Sedgefield local newspaper, The Edge, announced the formation of the 
Wilderness & Lakes Environmental Action Forum (WALEAF), which was founded to oppose the 
proposed Lakes Eco & Golf Reserve. 
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On 3rd December 2003, the Wilderness  local newspaper, The Wild News, published an article on the 
propsed Lakes Eco & Golf Reserve, requesting interested and affected parties to contact WALEAF for any 
concerns or objections which they might have had. 
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HISTORIC BUILDINGS ON THE PROPERTY WITH HERITAGE STATUS 
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Ultimately, Ms Tasneem Essop , Provincial Minister for Environmental Affairs 

and Development Planning, WCG, turned down the application to amend the 

Knysna Wilderness Plettenberg Bay Subregional Structure Plan, and, based on 

that decision, the whole proposed development went belly up. 

 

THE OUTCOME 
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